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Dear Fellow Members of the International Section (and those interested in the Section!),  
 
All members of the American Accounting Association who attended the 2020 virtual annual meeting have seen 
what the world will now look like for a while.  I was so pleased to “see” many of you during the meeting which 
certainly was a success with interesting papers and panel sessions.  What a tribute to those who made such an 
effort to create this outstanding meeting, particularly program co-chairs for our section Lucy Chen (Villanova 
University) and John (Changjiang) Wang (University of Cincinnati).   Outstanding panels offered by the 
International Accounting Section included discussion of the question Can Current Accounting Standards 
Account for the Impacts of Climate Change?, a discussion amongst three top journal editors on Perspectives 
and Directions of International Accounting Research, and finally Academics and Policy Makers—How Working 
Together Can Influence Public Policy. 
 
There were 53 papers included in the virtual annual meeting; the sessions I attended were vibrant and well 
executed by moderators, presenters and discussants.  Thank you to all who submitted your work and pivoted to 
remote forms of presentation!  Congratulations to the award winners, particularly 

 Greg Burton, winner of the Ian Hague Award for Outstanding Service  
 Mahendra Gujarathi, winner of the Outstanding International Accounting Educator Award  
 Mark Kim, winner of the Outstanding International Accounting Dissertation Award  
 Weishi Jia, Grace Pownall, and Jingran Zhao, co-authors of the JIAR Best Paper from 2018 publication 

“Avoiding China’s Capital Market: Evidence from Hong Kong-Listed Red-Chips and P-Chips” 
 
Co-chairs John and Lucy ensured we topped off the meeting with a virtual “block party” on Wednesday in 
which we all enjoyed calling on one another to chat a little bit in succession! 
 
Of course, we all wish that we could have been together rather than interacting remotely.  For the International 
Section in particular, our international members face the greatest challenges in attending remotely delivered 
meetings all at the same time (though it does avoid the travel jet lag!).  During our International Section 
Committee Chairs meeting, local times for participants ranged from 6:30 a.m. on the west coast of the U.S. to 
11:30 p.m. in Sydney, Australia.  What stood out to me was the benefit of speaking with our colleagues from 
across the globe—we had some time to talk about the issues we face during this Covid-19 pandemic, 
particularly as relates to our teaching.  A similar point was made during our panel session of editors:  the 
importance of conducting research in international settings—as opposed to, say, analysis across industries 
within one country—is always critical to developing our understanding of economic and accounting 
phenomena. While international members may participate and present papers in other AAA sections, the 
International Accounting Section is the place where AAA members can be assured of having that kind of 
interaction and focus of mindset. 
 
Despite the challenges we face under today’s circumstances of the Covid-19 global pandemic, we look forward 
to a productive year ahead.  Our mid-year meeting is scheduled for January 28-30, 2021.  It will be held jointly 



with the International Association for Accounting Education and Research (IAAER).  The paper submission 
deadline is September 8, 2020, and the submission portal will be open soon.  Our host National Taiwan 
University has graciously agreed to reschedule the Journal of International Accounting Research Conference to 
June 23-26, 2021 after its cancellation in 2020.  I look forward to seeing you all at these events or others, 
whether in person or virtually. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judy Beckman 
 
Judy Beckman, Ph.D., CPA 
President, AAA International Accounting Section 
Professor of Accounting and Director, MS Accounting Program 
University of Rhode Island 
Kingston, RI 


